INTBiS Flex Frames Interface (IFFI )
with XML and KSL output
Iffi is a graphic interface which allows you to build a frame heirarchy within the LPA flex environment and to use the full flex functionality provided within it. It produces LPA flex code (and so it is fully compatable), XML and KSL output files, providing a strong metaphor for semantic frame (network) based applications. 


for example we can show that John is a person who can make an application for befeits of type Job Seeker's Allowance, Retirement Pension or for Home Help services.
Loading the Interface. The IFFI is provided as a compiled Prolog file which should be loaded at development time, using the “Load” function from the LPA environment File function (File/Load).  Loading the file will produce the following dialog screen:
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fig 1
frame
create a frame.

link 
create a link between parent and children frames for inheritence

values 
create default values of a frame.

re-position 
move the visual location of a frame in the graphic area 

refresh
refresh the graphic area e.g. if you create a frame or link programmatically.

close
closes the dialog 

file menu
save the frame hierarchy, links and values to a text, XML or KSL file

Additionally there are two fields - the visible input field (top right) into which you will type the names of the frames before locating them, and to the left of it, a text field in which system messages are displayed. 
Example - Creating a frame - 
click "frame" button






type in the frame name






left click to locate the frame
Repeating this process will create another frame.

To create the frame hierarchy, there needs to be a link between the two frames, so click on the “link” button and the following system message will be displayed - ”FIRST select the PARENT then the CHILD”.  Doing so with right clicks, will produce the link and create the necessary internal hierarchy.

Moving a frame.  Right clicking on the “re-position” button will produce the system message – “Hold a left button click on a frame and drag the mouse to the new position. “ Unfortunately the frame cannot be seen moving but will be re-positioned at the point where the mouse button is released.

Semantic Frame (network) example - the relationships between the frames (blue) can be held in slot values as shoen in the fig 3
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fig 2

Creating Default slots and Values.  Right clicking on the “values” button will produce the system message – “click on a frame to bring up the editor for the values. “ .  When the frame is selected, the editor will be displayed (fig 3) and the frame name will be at the top.  At this point there will not be any slots or values and you can input the necessary name (first field) and value (second field).  However after creating and saving as many default values as necessary, next time the frame is edited, they will be displayed with an empty pair for use (fig 3a).
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fig 3
To create additional slots and values, use the “new” button on the editor.  Don’t forget to save the fields to system memory using the “save” button.
NOTE – It’s possible to create a list value for a Default slot, by separating each element by a comma.  Please see the flex manual for processing this type of value as they behave differently to single atomic or numeric values.
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